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Sustainability Institute Climate Fellows
2026/2027 Application

Applications close September 23rd at 4pm (CST) - 5 fellows will be selected to participate
in the 2026/2027 program and notified on September 28th with acceptance due by October
2nd.

Orientation will be held on October 14th at 6pm on Western Technical College's Campus
followed by the first session on October 28th at 6pm.

Applicant requirements:

e Enrolled in a college/university within the greater La Crosse area
(UWL/Viterbo/Western Technical College). OR Age 18-24 and graduated High
School.

e Excited, curious, and a desire to engage with climate action in our community. No
previous experience in sustainability, climate action or project management is
necessary.

e Committed and available to participate in collaborative monthly sessions to plan and
execute a community-based climate action project connected to the City of La
Crosse's Climate Action Plan.

Climate Fellows who successfully complete the program will receive a $500 Fellowship
Award.

Successful completion means:

o Attend Orientation & at least 7 of 8 monthly sessions. (Tentative schedule on our
website)

¢ Actively participate in session discussions and project planning activities.

¢ Dedicate time outside of scheduled sessions, both independently and with Fellows,
to plan, implement and complete a climate action project with the cohort. We
expect total engagement across sessions and outside commitments to land between
25-30 hours for the Fellowship year.

e Attend Earth Fair on April 25, 2027 to showcase Climate Fellows and cohort
project.

Sustainability Institute Climate Fellows is in partnership with the City of La Crosse.

For more information and full details: www.sustaininstitute.com/cfp



* Indicates required question

1. Email *

2. Name*

3. Areyou currently enrolled in a local college/university? *

Mark only one oval.

() Yes-26/27 Senior
() Yes-26/27 Junior

Yes - 26/27 Sophomore

Yes - 26/27 Freshman

0

No - but I am within the age range of 18-24 and have graduated high school.

Other:

0

4. If you are enrolled in a local college/university, please list which it is. If not, *
please write n/a.
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5. Tell us a little about yourself and what inspired you to apply for the *
Sustainability Institute Climate Fellows Program?

Response should be 1,000 characters or less.

6. If you had up to $4,000 to support a climate or sustainability project in our *
community, what would you do? Describe an idea that you would be excited to be
a part of and the impact you hope it would have.

If you don't have a project idea, no worries, explore the Youth Climate Action
Fund (YCAF) projects from the past two years and tell us about one project that
stood out to you. What about it stood out, and how might you build on or adapt
that idea? www.sustaininstitute.com/ycaf

Response should be 1,000 characters or less.
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Shared Joy!
We love joy and playfulness at the Sustainability Institute. In the next two questions, take a
moment to share what makes you joyful.

7. Show us your joy. Submit a photo of something that makes you happy — a place,
an object, a weird little collection, your dog mid-jump, whatever. Make sure your
file is named in the following format: [lastname].png/jpeg

If you can't or do not want to share a photo, no worries, skip to the next question in
this section.

Files submitted:

8. Tell us the story behind your joy photo - just a sentence or two. (If you did not ~ *
share a photo, paint a us picture with words on something that brings you joy.)
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Program Requirements & Logistics

9. The program requires: *
- Attending Orientation, at least 7 of 8 monthly sessions (tentative schedule on
our website), La Crosse Earth Fair on April 25th, plus dedicated time outside of
sessions to complete a collaborative project (Total estimated 25-30 hour
commitment for the fellowship year).

Can you commit to this?

Mark only one oval.

() Yes
() No

10. Thinking about logistics for sessions after October - What day(s) of the week
would work for you?
(In person sessions are 2 hours once a month in the evenings) Check all that

apply!

Note: your answer does NOT impact our selection.

Check all that apply.

u Monday

| ] Tuesday
D Wednesday
D Thursday
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